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Controversial abortionist expands pr 


By Mary Beth DeLisi 

Sufi Wrrtar 

Ai the 10"" aitnivowy of 
Mf?r v. Hade drawf near, abor- 
tion advocates' cry of keeping 
aborn.on* '"legal and *fcnw 
to pel louder 

Vet, une abortion practitio- 
ner who was sanctioned six 
von B£u by the 5 Laic's Board 
rif Medical Exarnincr* against 
ad vert i h L5i his procedures as 
"safe" hat expanded hi* reach 
in tru* diocese with the openinr 
of a new clinic in WcKXtbrid^e. 


"Women have 
the right to 
know that the 
operator of the 
local "women's 
clinic" is 

infamous for his 
malpractice. 1 * 


f"he abortion provider Lb L>r 
Sloven Chase Btigham, an aboi* 
iaDju« wtopn ijcensc wtaawBtoi 
La New York in 1 9*1 for two 
botched ibortsoni and revoked Ln 
n.jrida in 1096 fnr fcus failure to 
notify the owe char he was prae* 
jiLLnji there even though he aad 
tuLJ M-iUc i.iflk'jaEi he would not. 
accocduu; tn iccuJaT press reporft, 

Dr B tie ham ft» also 
farced to sunreadef hdi license 
to practice in Pennsylvania in 
1992: be did so in reiurti fur die 
stale L>pping its investigation 
balo hit medical pr acuces. 

Ii ha* been widely reported 
thai Df . Bnjgbam, who did not 


return pbnne ca| K n Tbr Carh,r- 
tic Spirit, is part owner of 
American Women's Services, a 
tympany ihai operates mote 
than ii dozen abortion dink* in 
Pennsylvania. Virginia. Mary- 
land and New Jersey. New Jer- 
sey is the only state that allows 
him Ln pniulice 

Recently American 
Women's Services hejran oper- 
ating in the American Wellness 
Center which qieiwd ln\t sum- 
mer in Woodhrid^e. A staff 
member at the American 
^'cllnesh Center Lonfirrrjed by 
phone chat American Women's 
Service!*, *tj;ch she described as 
pan flf ihe American Wellness. 
Center, was fully operational in 
the delivery of abortion services. 

Jnan Fasanello. director of 
Life Choices Pregnancy Center, 
PhilFipihurgt said. "Women 
have the right l fcn^v* thai the 
operaUH" o'" the local 'women's 
nw is infamous for nil mal- 
practice. Children J.re dying 
and women are bcinj? 
wwindcdT sac stated 

Marie lass; director l»E pub- 
Ii-, ;niii IcLiAian'Vr altin. ?<* Nc* 
Jer«:e> Right to Life calls the 
clinic's name hypocrutoai. 
"* fc Wellne**" conjure* up mounts 
of healing, bnpfosing or main- 
tmatui one's health. Ab-urtii>n 
£iues none nf the*, m fact, rhc 
act or abortion itself is a dirrcl 
contradiction of tho term Given 
Bripham't less than stellar 
record, it is shameful and highly 
Lrrenpinhi hie for the stale of New 
Jersey to allow him to continue 
perf onmng abortions ra unsui- 
pecung womea,"Taiy remarked 

She continued "New Jersey 
is the only stale mat allows this 



Dr, Steven Cha&e brignam 

nwi iu have an active license, 
and it speaks vers poorly of our 
state It sends, (he message that 
we don't care about women in 
New Jersey" said Ta,sy, adding, 
"The state seem* more con- 
_:rTi: J jh.i_- lihortmn poLnics 
than the heailh of women." 

In I Wn. the Htmt Mr** Tri- 
bune reported that the Sew Jer- 
icy itaae r » attorney general sought 
to bwvc Dr. UrL^iLini" 1 ! Ucenie re- 
\"kfU jJin ki-- nerJiffiruinte mJ a 
dilatator and evacuation on a 2)0 
year -old who was 2-h weeJti preg- 

wiwn-iii ::\;L.mi:t: .ii: .— .•.••-• t r.. . 
hysterectomy Bat after listening 
to 2 a day* of [«Timony. iht Bmrd 
nl Memcal Examiners ruled in 1>. 
Bntham'n favor und dhd cw^i re 
v^Ae his license. H^iver. they 
did opt lu Oar Mm from using the 
wodi "safe" ind 1 >nnle*i" n hu 

' .■n.r'i::'. 

In htm' abortion related in- 
<i]dsn;%. Dr. Bn^ham has Lilso 
htrcn aceuied <>l quL-hiiLinahEc 
red estate practices and *erv*^J 
jail time for (ailing to file cor- 
pora* income taaen- 


Viefci Saporta. prcKislent of 
the National Abortion Federa- 
tion, recently totd The Catholic 
Spirit thai Dr. Brigham wasn't 
a rflcmbcT of dae feueration T t 
net* Lirt of provideri and was 
lUii. eligible Tor membership be>- 
cbuk "he doesn't meet the 
guideline* for quality care." 

Even some grot»p£ that 
deem themselves LMnumoed Hi 
abortion rights shun Dr, 
Brighiim. Uist year. Mel i rut a 
DuBuis. director of Buffalo 
Women s Sen' ices, told the 
Buffalm .Vetnr, "There are a lot 
of peopb who >imiv* ir»i% man 
He owns clinics ail over Lhc 
place- He has a rcallv negative 
past . We are concerned about a 
pli> siuan | who) . ha% ques- 
uonaHe medical practices.' the 
Lt^mraenied. 

Edward J Gilhuoly, execu- 
tive director of the Legal Center 
for OefenseofLife, MorristnwTL 
has coocemi about K*ftw of Pr 
bKchiun'a medical practices. He 
L|urMiiiEi k *h> *Vuin\ p;i:n"U^ it 
^eni frois Dr. Brigriam> 
BiiJtpstws chrlLL hi his chracin 
AHentnwn, Fa Bui CilhiioK be 
lievc^ ne knows Che answer 

"He don it to encumbent 
lawtT he earpuaneo' Glu»>K takl 
Pennsylvania ahornon taws are 
mote msmoivtf than Ne* Jersey 
laws, ha Pcnnsy Ivania, minors 
nam have patcnial nxuau to have 
an arxrqon- In atUvuraL wOTwa 
seeking abortions mutt firsl recen-r 
crjunseJing and wait 24 hours be- 
fore having the procedure Lk»ne - 
extent in the of a medicai 
cUupcnry. Then, the^c resin ctinw 
are warwxt GtfliooJy md- 

tn New Jersey, none of these 
reitrkn appSy. The *tate i^tw» 
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